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Convergence for gamelan orchestra. _ _—

If played by gamelan orches+ira, the numbers designate pitches
in the tuning known as pelog patet barang.

If plared by western diatonic irstruments, the numbers .y
be translated into any desired five-note mode. The closest
pitches to pelog patet barang on a piano are (% —5
| ' | YR

. The ensemble divides itself up into three groups. The first
will play down the first columﬁ of fragments (beginning with
the five-beat fragment); <the second will play down the middle.
column (beginning with the six-beat fragment); the third

will play down the last column (heginning with the seven-beat
fragment). One member of each group is the gonz (or chims)
player. He hits the gong whenever his group plays note #7

' —the circled-nots. A convergence has occcurred if the gong

Players of {two (or three) groups strike their gongs together.

.

Procedure:

The groups enter— first one, then two, then three.
Each begins with the first fragment of -its column and
repeats that fragment continuously until it converges with
another group. Upon hearing the convergence, both groups
instantly drop out. (llere the gong player might also assist
as a 8ignal man to his group, motioning them to stop if they
have missed the convergence.) If all three groups are
blaying and two converge, those two drop out but the third
continues to play its fragment. , - d

After dropping out, a group waits for a certain time-
anywhere from ten seconds 10 nearly a minute- then enters
Playing the next fragment on its list. There can be silences
in the piece, spaces where none of the three groups are
playing. 1n all, the ensemble should think of balancing
textures so that there are sometimes two voices, sometimes

three, one or none.
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peking
saron
demung

slentem

(a)

I 3.3. 2.2. 31x1 ..12 3.3. 5.5, 7.6. 1.2.
. 4574 5745 7x7x .753 21x1 .35. 2... .7.6
A 7 5 7 5 7 77 7
A .5% ..3x ..5x% ..3x 7.5x ..3x% 22x2 ....
© 3.x. 2.X. 3.%. 2.x%. 3.x. 5.x. 7.6. 1.2.
[ ®
1212 .12x ..2. 7.6. 5.5. 12.. .12. 3276
7.7. ..63 1212 .12x% 2457 .. 77x7 ..
6 7 6 7 6 7
« 02X L.2X ..2%X . .2X% «.2X ..2x 7.5. 3.4.
X.7. 6.%. 5.%X. 6.X. 5.x. 4.x. 5.3. 1.2.

A Rag for Deena PELOG
(1982)

In fall of 1982 Dancer Deena Burton asked me if the
gamelan could play Scot Joplin. First I said "No."
Then on the train home, this happened.

Notation is 'western' since ragtime is western. That
is, downbeats, not endbeats. 'x' means damping the
previous note at that point. The circled numbers below
the other parts are for keygongs or kempuls. For 5
players, although the saron and demung parts can be
doubled with the 'chord' notes Plit between the two
players. Suggested form: A A B A A B

(buka)
( 333% 21.. .nn. ..., U S
ceee . 777% 65.. 4531 545. 3x.. 3...

Ceee eaet teae e seee 7.6, 5x%.. 4...

ceeh tete eiee aae. D A
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* s 4 e

x134

1x.

5645

. 3%

545,
545,
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5.7.

2x

.57.

3.5.

x54x

. 2X

31x1

Tx7x

..5x%

3x54

. lx

3.x.

* s o

1x..

134

A

51x1 ..3. 1... .1 333x 21.. ... ....
.753 7X7x .75. 6... .56x ... 777x 65..
5 7 7 6 3 7 7
. «3X «+¢5X%X ..3x 6563 21, L1x LAIx L.3x L .5x%
2.x%x. 3.x. 5.x. 6.3. 6.x. 6.x. 4.%. 5.x%. 1l.x.
- y (
5 By ¢«
2., . 2.. [ )
3 ! 3
e . 2.. ..5. 5.5. .5
.f
4. . 5... 2352 3523 5656 .5].
2.. w 2... l.x l.x. 2.x
c..1 21x2 1x21 x21x 21x. 1234 .31. 32x2 ..s5. J
563 ..6X .6X. 5..5 x.5 1234 .34. 65x5 ..32
6.5. 4.X. 6.x. 3.x. 5.x% 2.x. 4.2. 45x5 ..
%321 x543 2157 56x6 .123 56.6 .123 45.5 .31.
4 5 7 66
.. 2X «-3x ..1x 51x1 .123 56.6 .123 45.5 .7x7
6 7 7
4.x. 5.1. 2.3. 6.5. 3.1. ixoL1x L .5x L sk
. .- .o C et eeaas 6.x. 4.x. 3.x. 2.x%
77 .
.. IS 7 P B e {
77 7 .
. .. . .. .22% 2. . . o
5743 1x.. .. ; 45x% 6. :
.. 2134 .31, x... .77x 7. .76X 5x4x

Rag for Deena. o. 2
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